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The idea of the work appeared inside of the need of enlarging the knowledge on aspects 

of the children's with special needs or disabilities) and communication disorders of the 

context of the hippotherapy.  

Hippotherapy participants are exposed to situations that favor exchanges through the 

language no verbal, verbal and in the affective changes with the horse and therapists. The 

pragmatic analyzes the concrete use of the language in practice linguistics. Inside of this 

vision, the objective of this study was to analyze the communicative profile with relationship 

to pragmatic aspects involving the functions and the communicative ways of __ citzens from 

4 to 16 years of age, with special needs (or handicaps), and language disorders that practice 

hippotherapy. They were analyzed 15 minutes of recording (filming-VHS) of each subject in 

a routine session. The results indicated that the children used predominantly the 

communicative functions of: expression of feelings, reply the question and look for attention, 

respectively, among the twelve functions that were analyzed. These functions second the 

pragmatic have interactive purposes that can be contained in: to regulate the behavior of the 

other and the ambient, for social interaction and to establish the shared attention. Indicating 

that the hippotherapy session can be a great favor of those actions (functions). The 

communicative way more used it was the gestures followed by the vocal and of the gesture-

vocal, what can indicate the possibility of that fact to be associated to the hippotherapic 

activities they involve contact with an animal as playing, to hear your sounds, to feel your 

smell, to affect the child deeply urging her/it for the communication. The study demonstrates 

that to know the functional aspects of the communication contradict the stereotypes social 

servants that the children with special needs don't communicate. It was verified therefore that 

the investigation of the language under the optics of pragmatic theories together with basic 

questions of the hippotehrapy, made possible to know the children's communicative functions 

socially considered with communication difficulties, bringing the importance of the speech 

therapist in a team to interdisciplinary of hippotherapy. 

 


